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Basic Definitions

PUT (Base Form)

Core Meaning: To place, set, or move something to a particular position or

location

Grammar Function: Base form used for simple present tense (except 3rd person

singular), past tense, imperative mood, infinitive

Pronunciation: /pʊt/

PUTTING (Present Participle/Gerund)

Core Meaning: The action of placing; the process or act of putting

Grammar Function: Present participle (for continuous tenses), gerund (as

subject, object, etc.), present participle (as adjective or adverb)

Pronunciation: /ˈpʊtɪŋ/

Pronunciation Guide

PUT Pronunciation Details

Phonetic: /pʊt/

Features:

Short vowel /ʊ/ - brief "oo" sound like in "book"

Single syllable word, pronounced short and strong

Clear final /t/ sound is essential

PUTTING Pronunciation Details

Phonetic: /ˈpʊtɪŋ/

Features:
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Two-syllable word: PU-tting

Stress on first syllable /ˈpʊt/

Second syllable /ɪŋ/ - "ing" sound

Practice Tips

Mirror Practice: Watch your mouth shape to ensure clear /t/ sound

Rhythm Training: PU-tting (stress-light), PUT (single syllable)

Comparison Practice: put - putting, cut - cutting, shut - shutting

Recording Comparison: Record your pronunciation and compare with standard

audio

Spelling Rules: Puting vs Putting

⚠ Important Spelling Rules

Correct Spelling: PUTTING (double t)

Incorrect Spelling: PUTING (single t)

Spelling Rules Table

Rule Type Rule Explanation Example
Common

Mistake

Short Vowel +

Consonant

Single-syllable verbs ending in

short vowel + consonant double

the final consonant when adding

-ing

put → 

putting
puting ❌

Long Vowel No

Doubling

Verbs ending in long vowel or

diphthong don't double when

adding -ing

eat →

eating
eaating ❌
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Rule Type Rule Explanation Example
Common

Mistake

Double

Consonants No

Doubling

Verbs ending in two consonants

don't double when adding -ing

help →

helping
helpping ❌

W, Y, X Ending
Verbs ending in w, y, x don't

double when adding -ing

fix →

fixing
fixxing ❌

Verbs That Double (Short Vowel + Single Consonant)

put → putting ✅

get → getting ✅

run → running ✅

sit → sitting ✅

stop → stopping ✅

swim → swimming ✅

Verbs That Don't Double (Long Vowel/Double Consonants)

eat → eating ✅

sleep → sleeping ✅

help → helping ✅

work → working ✅

play → playing ✅

fix → fixing ✅

🧠 Memory Tips

CVC Rule: Consonant-Vowel-Consonant pattern requires doubling

Short Vowel Recognition: The /ʊ/ in "put" is short, so double the t

Rhyme Memory: putting, getting, running, sitting all double
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Contrast Memory: eating (long vowel) vs putting (short vowel)

Detailed Comparison

Aspect PUT (Base Form)
PUTTING (Present

Participle)

Basic Meaning
To place, set, move to a

position

Act of placing; process of

putting

Grammar

Function

Base form, simple present,

past tense, imperative

Continuous tenses, gerund,

present participle

Tense Usage
I put / He puts / I put / I will

put
I am putting / I was putting

Action State
Completed, habitual, or future

actions

Ongoing or continuous

actions

Example

Comparison
I put the book on the table.

I am putting the book on

the table.

Negative Form
don't put / doesn't put / didn't

put
not putting / am not putting

Question Form
Do you put...? / Did you

put...?

Are you putting...? / Were

you putting...?

Pronunciation
Short vowel /ʊ/, single

syllable

Two syllables, stress on first

syllable

• 



Grammar Functions

Grammar

Function

PUT Usage

Examples
PUTTING Usage Examples

Subject - (Cannot be subject) Putting effort into work is important.

Object - (Cannot be object) I enjoy putting puzzles together.

Predicative
- (Cannot be

predicative)

My hobby is putting collections in

order.

Attributive
- (Cannot be

attributive)

The putting green in golf requires

precision.

Adverbial
- (Cannot be

adverbial)

Putting on his coat, he left the

house.

Usage Scenarios

🏠 Daily Life Scenarios

PUT: - I put my keys in my pocket. - She puts the milk in the refrigerator. - They put

the baby to bed at 8 PM.

PUTTING: - I am putting my clothes on. - She was putting makeup on when I

called. - The kids are putting toys away.

💼 Business Work Scenarios

PUT: - We put the proposal on the agenda. - He puts extra hours into this project. -

The company put new policies in place.

PUTTING: - I am putting together a presentation. - They are putting pressure on us

to finish. - She is putting forward new ideas.



Common Errors and Corrections

Error Type 1: Tense Confusion

Wrong: I putting the book on the table. Correct: I am putting the book on the table. 

Explanation: Continuous tense needs auxiliary verb be + -ing form

Error Type 2: Third Person Singular

Wrong: He put the books away every day. Correct: He puts the books away every

day. Explanation: Simple present tense third person singular needs -s

Error Type 3: Past Tense Misuse

Wrong: I am put the book on the table yesterday. Correct: I put the book on the

table yesterday. Explanation: Past tense doesn't need be verb, use past form

directly

💡 Learning Tips

Time Markers: "now, right now, at the moment" usually use putting (continuous)

Time Markers: "yesterday, last week, ago" usually use put (past)

Habitual Actions: "always, usually, every day" choose put or puts based on

subject

Commands: Only use put (imperative): "Put your homework on my desk."

Rich Examples

PUT Rich Example Collection

Basic Usage: - I put my phone on silent mode during meetings. - She puts her

heart into everything she does. - We put the furniture in the living room. - The

company put him in charge of the project.
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Idiomatic Expressions: - Don't put all your eggs in one basket. - I can't put my

finger on what's wrong. - She really put her foot in her mouth at the party. - Let's 

put our heads together and solve this problem.

PUTTING Rich Example Collection

Continuous Tense Usage: - I am putting the final touches on my essay. - They

were putting up decorations for the party. - She is putting a lot of effort into

learning Chinese. - The team is putting together a new marketing strategy.

Gerund Usage: - Putting things off until tomorrow is a bad habit. - Thank you for 

putting in so much effort. - Putting yourself in someone else's shoes helps build

empathy. - He is good at putting ideas into practice.

Phrasal Verbs Comparison

Phrasal

Verb
PUT Form Usage

PUTTING Form

Usage
Meaning

put off
I put off the

meeting.

I am putting off the

meeting.
Postpone, delay

put on
She put on her

coat.

She is putting on her

coat.
Wear, add

put up
They put up a

tent.

They are putting up a

tent.

Erect, provide

accommodation

put away
He put away the

toys.

He is putting away

the toys.
Store, save

put down
I put down my

pen.

I am putting down

my thoughts.
Place down, write

put out
The fireman put

out the fire.

The fireman is 

putting out the fire.
Extinguish, publish



Tense Comparison

Tense PUT Usage PUTTING Usage Time Markers

Simple

Present

I put the books on

the shelf.

He puts his phone

away.

- (Not used)
every day,

always, usually

Present

Continuous
- (Not used)

I am putting the

books away.

He is putting his

phone away.

now, right now,

at the moment

Simple Past
I put the books on

the shelf yesterday.
- (Not used)

yesterday, last

week, ago

Past

Continuous
- (Not used)

I was putting the

books away when he

called.

while, when, at

that time

Simple Future
I will put the books

on the shelf.
- (Not used)

tomorrow, next

week, soon

Future

Continuous
- (Not used)

I will be putting the

books away

tomorrow.

this time

tomorrow

Present

Perfect

I have put the books

on the shelf.
- (Not used) already, yet, just

Past Perfect

I had put the books

away before he

came.

- (Not used)
before, after, by

the time

📝 Tense Selection Tips

PUT: Used for completed actions, habitual actions, past/future actions• 



PUTTING: Only used for continuous tenses, indicating ongoing actions

Gerund PUTTING: Functions as noun, not restricted by tense

Time Markers: Keywords determine which form to use

Memory Tips & Learning Strategies

🎯 Mnemonic Memory Method

Core Mnemonics: - Put for placement, single action - Putting for ongoing, double t

- Short vowel doubles, long vowel don't - CVC pattern doubles, check others

carefully

Tense Mnemonics: - Simple tense uses put, continuous uses putting - Past uses

put, present uses putting - Future will put, ongoing am putting

🧠 Visual Memory Method

Image Association: - PUT: Imagine a completed action ✅ - PUTTING: Imagine an

ongoing action 🔄 - Double T: Imagine two "T"s like two people working together 👥

- Pronunciation: PU-tting stress on first syllable like drumming 🥁

Color Coding: - Red - PUT (completed, past) - Blue - PUTTING (ongoing, present) -

Green - Correct usage - Yellow - Error warning

📱 Practical Practice Methods

Daily Practice: 1. Sentence Creation: Create 5 sentences daily with put and

putting 2. Tense Conversion: Change put sentences to continuous tense and vice

versa 3. Error Detection: Find and correct common spelling and grammar errors 4. 

Scenario Dialogue: Simulate daily conversations using correct forms

Advanced Practice: 1. Writing Practice: Write short essays intentionally using put/

putting 2. Speaking Practice: Describe ongoing actions around you 3. Dictation

Training: Listen to audio and write correct forms
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🎮 Gamified Learning

Memory Games: - Matching Game: Time markers + correct verb forms - Fill-in

Challenge: Choose correct put/putting forms - Error Correction: Find and fix

incorrect usage - Tense Race: Complete tense conversions within time limit

Creative Practice: - Story Creation: Write short stories using put/putting - Role

Playing: Simulate conversations in different scenarios - Song Writing: Create

simple lyrics to practice usage

Practice Quiz

Questions

Question 1: Choose the correct form: "I _____ my keys on the table right now." - A.

put - B. putting - C. am putting - D. puts

Question 2: Choose the correct form: "She always _____ her phone in silent mode

during class." - A. putting - B. put - C. puts - D. is putting

Question 3: Choose the correct form: "_____ effort into your work always pays off."

- A. Put - B. Putting - C. Puts - D. To putting

Question 4: Choose the correct form: "They _____ up the Christmas decorations

yesterday." - A. were putting - B. are putting - C. put - D. puts

Question 5: Choose the correct form: "_____ pressure on students can be harmful."

- A. Put - B. Puts - C. Putting - D. Am putting

Question 6: Choose the correct form: "Please _____ your phone on silent mode." -

A. to put - B. putting - C. put - D. puts

Question 7: Choose the correct form: "I was _____ the final touches on my project

when you called." - A. put - B. putting - C. puts - D. am putting

Question 8: Which spelling is correct: _ vs ___? - A. puting - putting - B. putting -

puting - C. putting - putting - D. puting - puting



Answer Key

C - I am putting my keys on the table right now. (Present continuous)

C - She always puts her phone in silent mode during class. (Simple present, 3rd

person)

B - Putting effort into your work always pays off. (Gerund as subject)

C - They put up the Christmas decorations yesterday. (Simple past)

C - Putting pressure on students can be harmful. (Gerund as subject)

C - Please put your phone on silent mode. (Imperative)

B - I was putting the final touches on my project when you called. (Past

continuous)

A - puting - putting (The correct spelling is "putting")

Score Guide

7-8 correct: Excellent! You've mastered put and putting

5-6 correct: Good! Review the mistakes and practice more

3-4 correct: Keep studying! Focus on tense rules

0-2 correct: Start from the beginning and practice regularly

Learning Recommendations

Study Schedule

🌅 Morning: Review pronunciation and spelling rules (15 minutes)

🌞 Daytime: Practice sentence creation and dialogue (20 minutes)

🌙 Evening: Complete exercises and summarize (15 minutes)
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Learning Strategy

Systematic Learning: Study modules in sequence to build a complete

knowledge system

Practical Application: Consciously use put/putting in daily conversations and

writing

Regular Review: Review learning content weekly to reinforce memory

Error Recording: Record common mistakes and practice them intensively

Progress Tracking: Use learning logs to track your progress

Quick Reference

When to Use PUT:

✅ Completed actions: "I put the book down."

✅ Habits: "She puts her keys in the same place."

✅ Commands: "Put your homework here."

✅ Past actions: "They put up the tent yesterday."

✅ Future with will: "I will put the dishes away."

When to Use PUTTING:

✅ Ongoing actions: "I am putting on my shoes."

✅ As gerund (subject): "Putting effort is important."

✅ As gerund (object): "I enjoy putting puzzles together."

✅ Past ongoing: "She was putting makeup on."

✅ Future ongoing: "I will be putting up decorations."

Always Remember:

Spelling: PUTTING (double T) ✅ vs puting (single T) ❌
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Pronunciation: /pʊt/ vs /ˈpʊtɪŋ/

CVC Rule: Short vowel + consonant = double the consonant

© 2025 putandputting.com - Put and Putting Meaning Guide

Website: https://putandputting.com Contact: hello@putandputting.com

The Ultimate English Grammar Resource for Mastering Put and Putting
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